
 takiNg itHOMENOtES
FOR Small gROup & pERSONal Study

KEEPING IT REAL1 describe a family tradition that you observe during a typical
thanksgiving celebration in your home. Why do you continue to
practice it? Would you rather put an end to it?

LOOK AT THE BOOK2 Clarify the nuances and challenges of the following instructions
regarding gratitude:
a. Ephesians 5:17-20
b. 1 thessalonians 5:18
c. Colossians 3:15-17

3
Read luke 17:11-19. are you that guy? What did Jesus seem to
expect? What is the message for you?

THE NEXT STEP4 What will you do this week to cultivate expressions of gratitude
during your celebration and in the weeks to come?

NExtSTEPS
m    memorize Colossians 3:15-17 or 1 thessalonians 5:18.

m    plan to participate in the upcoming Community Bible Experience.

m     develop a language for the expression of gratitude.

m     it’s never too late to begin a family thanksgiving Journal.

MESSAGENOtES

       maRk yOuRCALENDAR
       DECEMBER
             women’s christmas event ...............................................................2
             men’s breakfast ................................................................................3
             waypoint: matrix ................................................................................4
             bethlehem live ................................................................................10
             big tree christmas party .............................................................14
             christmas eve services at 10:30, 4 & 6 pm....................................24
             christmas recess (office closed) .......................................26-30

       JANUARY
             new year’s day holiday (office closed) .......................................2
             parent summit with greg speck .................................................14

gRatitudE                          

How do you know if you are wandering away from God? 

How do you keep from wandering away from God?

1. Rehearse over and over what god has done for you.

2. Find your contentment in the presence of god rather than in your

circumstances.

3. give others permission to help you monitor your attitude.

4. Obey by faith the One who loved you enough to redeem you.

the one thing:

Gratitude defeats the idolatry of complaint
Miss something? All of these sermon notes will be available online Monday.
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FOLLOWING GOD IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

Roger Ellis
Lead Pastor

Numbers, p. 90 


