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At Home Weekly is designed for you to use during the week with your son or daughter. You’ll find out what they learned today at church, and you can help them prepare for next week by exploring the theme (or Ponder Point) and spending time together in God’s Word. 

What we Learned this week
Ponder point: God Speaks
Samuel
1 Samuel 3
Samuel was a young apprentice serving God in the temple. One night, he heard a voice calling to him. Thinking it was the head priest, Eli, Samuel obediently ran to Eli’s room. Eli told Samuel he had not called him. After this happened three times, Eli realized that God was speaking to Samuel and instructed Samuel to respond to God the next time it happened. After Samuel responded, God spoke to him and gave him a special message for Eli. God speaks to His people in many different ways, even today.

Where We’re Headed Next time
Ponder point: God is help
Ebenezer
1 Samuel 7:3–13
Samuel sets up a stone of help as a reminder of all God had done for the people.

Did you know? 
Share these facts to get the conversation started.

• Throughout Israel’s 450-year time of the judges, the people were caught in a constant cycle of disobedience and restoration. 
• When the Israelites returned to the Lord, He gave them victory over the Philistines. 
• Samuel set a large stone in the ground and named it Ebenezer, which means “stone of help,” declaring, “Thus far the LORD has helped us” (I Samuel 7:12). 








Connect as a family
Take your children outside to gather some rocks. Read 1 Samuel 7:3–13. After you’ve finished reading, explain that Samuel set up a rock to remind the Israelites that God had been their helper. Encourage your children to think of times that God has helped them. Pile up your rocks, each stone representing a time your children have received the Lord’s help. 

After reading the Scripture passage, discuss these questions together:
• How did God help the Israelites? 
• Is there something you need God’s help with? 
• How can we thank God for His help? 

These questions can easily extend into the rest of the week. Look for opportunities to bring conversations about how God Is Help into your everyday life as a family. 

Remember verse
The Remember Verse focuses on a character trait of God that’s highlighted in next week’s portion of The Big God Story.

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your 
ears will hear a voice behind you saying, 
“This is the way; walk in it.”
Isaiah 30:21

BLESSING
Blessings are often used in the Bible. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide.

A blessing to pray over your child:
[bookmark: _GoBack](Child’s name), may you see all the ways God is helping you and our family this week.

For more information about blessing your child, talk to your ministry leader or see Spiritual Parenting by Michelle Anthony.
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